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In 2026, the National Council for Black Studies  (NCBS) will celebrate the 50th convening 
of its  annual national conference. Under the leaders hip of Dr. Bertha Maxwell Roddey, a  
group of s cholars  convened in March of 1975 to review and dis cus s  the goals  of Black 
Studies  programs  acros s  the nation for the purpos e of promoting academic excellence 
and s ocial res pons ibility in the dis cipline of Africana/ Black Studies . 
 
This  year’s  theme, “uMkhonto weSizwe (Tip of the Spear): Black Studies  as  
Uncompromis ing Liberation,” concerns  Black Studies  fight agains t the current attack on 
the his tory and culture of African des cended peoples . Black Studies  as  an academic 
dis cipline was  founded by activis t-intellectuals  who s ought to us e the res ources  of 
academic and profes s ional ins titutions  to diagnos e and s olve problems  of communities  
in the African dias pora . The his tory of Black Studies  demands  that Black Studies  
res pond to the current as s ault by continuing to advocate and organize with Black and 
other oppres s ed communities  to pres erve and expound upon our humanity and agency. 
 
The conference s eeks  convers ations  that both explore and ins pire the continued 
advocacy of Black Studies  and the continued fight for our freedom in America. Thus , 
given this  current moment, NCBS calls  for papers  that examine any s ys temic inequality 
that examines  uns ettling moments  and acts  that many thought America had definitively 
moved beyond. While this  conference is  a  ca ll for vigilance and renewed commitment to 
the unfinis hed work of civil rights  and a fight for true equity and freedom, it is  als o a call 
for papers  that do not only focus  on problems  and s truggles , but ones  that als o 
emphas ize s olutions  and s trategies  for addres s ing contemporary is s ues  that African 
Americans  and Blacks  in the African Dias pora  face daily. 
 
With this  theme as  an overarching framework, NCBS is  inviting you to ans wer the call 
for papers  by Monday, December 22, 2025, at 11:59 p.m. Submiss ions  will not be 
accepted after this  date. Proposals  are vetted on a continuous , rolling bas is . Submit 
early for timely cons ideration. 



 
Propos als  are encouraged to relate to this  year’s  theme; however, propos als  of 
s ignificant interes t to the dis cipline of Africana/ Black Studies  will be cons idered. 
Pos s ible paper topics  for thought provoking panel dis cus s ion and intellectually 
s timulating res earch propos als  can cover a  vas t array of topics  within the dis cipline of 
Black Studies . 
 
The conference, in its  commitment to inclus ion of a  divers ity of demographic, s cholarly 
and s ocial vantage points  and points  of view, welcomes  the rich varieties  of theories  
and s chools  of thought in Africana Studies  (i.e., womanis m, Afrocentricity, feminis m, 
Kawaida philos ophy, Pan-Africanis m, Afrofuturis m, African Centered Thought and 
Pedagogy, s exuality theories , s ocialis t initiatives , cultural theories , aes thetic theories , 
and others ). We urge you to join us . 
 
Propos als  mus t include: 

• A title and abs tract for the panel s es s ion or individual abs tract. 
• Titles  and names  of pres enters  in the s es s ion. Each pres enter s hould be 

identified by their ins titutional affiliation or other identifying information. 
• Title and name of chair/ facilitator, if you are providing your own. 
• Pres entations  by profes s ional members  s hould be indicated as  s uch and thos e 

by s tudents  (whether graduate or undergraduate) s hould likewis e be indicated as  
s uch. 

• Incomplete propos als  will not be cons idered. 
 
Propos als  with all pres enters  holding current NCBS members hip s tatus  will be given 
firs t cons ideration. Renew or join now. 
 
The conference committee will s elect a  chair/ facilitator for each accepted panel unles s  
a  chair/ facilitator is  named and identified as  s uch by the organizer of the s ubmitted 
panel. 
 
The Conference Committee will group individual abs tracts  into thematic panels  bas ed 
on s hared topics  or areas  of focus . Each panel will typica lly include 3 to 5 pres entations , 
depending on the number of individual s ubmis s ions  received. The 75-minute s es s ion 
will be evenly divided among the pres enters  to ens ure each participant has  s ufficient 
time to s hare their work. 
 
ALL proposals  mus t be submitted via All Academic.   
 

https://ncbsonline.org/membership/
https://convention2.allacademic.com/one/ncbs/ncbs26/


As  you prepare to s ubmit your abs tracts : 
• Your NCBS webs ite us ername and pas s word s hould als o be your All Academic 

login credentia ls , if you have an exis ting NCBS account. If you have problems  
logging in, pleas e email info@ncbsonline.org for as s is tance.  DO NOT create a  
new account.  We are s triving to clean up our databas e by eliminating duplicate 
accounts . 

• If you have changed ins titutions  or pos itions , pleas e make s ure it is  updated in 
All Academic. It is  your res pons ibility to update your NCBS webs ite account and 
All Academic information.  The program book and conference s chedule 
populates  your name and affiliation bas ed on the information you have in the 
s ys tem. 

• When s ubmitting a panel, ALL members  of the panel mus t be entered into All 
Academic or they will not appear on the conference s chedule/ program book. 

• Pleas e do not us e all caps  or all lowercas e letters  when entering names , 
ins titutions , as  well as  titles  of pres entations  and papers . 
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